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PUBLIC LIBRARY POSITION STATEMENT AND STANDARDS REPORT 
2004 

 ASSESSMENT FORM 
 

 

 
OVERALL ASSESSMENTS OF THE 2004 PUBLIC LIBRARY POSITION STATEMENT 

AND STANDARDS REPORT 
 

1. The quality of the evidence that authorities are providing excellent policies and practice to implement Framework for the Future, 
in line with local needs 

 
Assessors are asked to provide their own subjective, professional judgement of the evidence in the public library position 
statement and standards report that the authority is providing policies and practice to implement Framework for the Future, in 
line with local needs and the corporate vision.    They should base their judgement on the published assessment framework. 

 
The evidence of policies and 
practice was weak, and the 
policies and practices 
themselves, were weak. 
 

The evidence of policies and 
practice, and the policies 
and practices themselves, 
were fair. 

The evidence of policies and 
practice, and the policies 
and practices themselves, 
were good. 

The evidence of policies and 
practice, and the policies and 
practices themselves, were 
excellent. 

1 2 3 4 
 

I recommend the following score for the overall evidence that this authority's public library position 
statement and standards report demonstrated that the authority was implementing the  
Framework for the Future, in line with local needs and the corporate vision. 

 



 

Public Library Position Statements 2004 
Assessment 
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2. Public Library Standards 
 

Assessors are asked to consider the authority's response to the public library standards at March 31st 2004.   Assessors should 
take into account the number of national standards met at March 31st 2004, the progress in meeting the national standards since 
March 2001, the distance from the standards measure for any standards not met at March 31st 2004, and the progress in setting 
and meeting local standards at March 31st 2004.   Assessors should base their judgement on the published assessment 
framework, using the weighting for the individual section scores in coming to this overall score.  
 

The public library position 
statement and standards 
report demonstrated a weak 
response to the Public Library 
Standards, (national and 
local) 

The public library 
position statement and 
standards report 
demonstrated a fair 
response to the Public 
Library Standards, 
(national and local) 

The public library position 
statement and standards 
report demonstrated a good 
response to the Public 
Library Standards, (national 
and local) 

The public library position 
statement and standards report 
demonstrated an excellent 
response to the Public Library 
Standards, (national and local) 

1 2 3 4 
 

 
I recommend the following score for the evidence of this authority’s           
response to the public library standards as at March 31st 2004, including  
local targets, progress since national standards were introduced in January 2001. 

 



 

Public Library Position Statements 2004 
Assessment 

File ref.: PLPSR Assess form 04 final 
       Page 3 of 11 

SECTION 1 - COMMENTS ON THE PUBLIC LIBRARY POSITION STATEMENT AND 
STANDARDS REPORT 

 
Assessors are asked to give their overall assessment of the Public Library Position Statement and Standards Report as a focussed document 
demonstrating progress by the authority in shaping and delivering its services in response to the strategies in Framework for the Future, in line 
with local needs and the corporate vision.   They should consider the extent to which the Statement is realistic and developmental; the nature of 
the evidence that the service developments are achievable in managerial and resource terms; and the extent to which the authority has 
demonstrated that it is aspiring to achieve excellence in the provision of its public library service.  They should base their judgement on the 
published assessment framework. 
 

Corporate 
vision and 
ambition  
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Response to 
strategies in 
Framework for 
the Future 
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SECTION 2 -  COMMENTS ON PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS 
 
Assessors are asked to consider the authority's approach to meeting the public library standards, including evidence that the authority is 
demonstrating realism and effectiveness in relation to the availability of resources.   They should base their judgement on the published 
assessment framework. 
 
Response to public 
library standards at 
March 31st 2004 
(PLS 1 to 18 less 
PLS 10 and PLS 16, 
plus local targets) 
 

 
 

 
 
End of sections for publication  


	Flas: Code E4401
	Name: [Barnsley]
	Assessor: [6]
	field_001:             2
	field_002:                3
	field_101: Comment on the extent to which the Statement shows that the authority as a corporate body has taken steps to ensure that its library service is evolving, is responding well to the authority's corporate agendas, focusing on public value, and identifying and meeting local needs  

The Council is placing an increasing priority on the library service and wishes to see the service evolve. A new "Remaking Learning"  strategy, focussing on secondary provision, is proposing that new advanced learning centres should be established through PFI.  The library service is to be a key player in the concept as the library/resource centre is to be at the heart of the concept with access to all.   This is seen as one mechanism for the replacement of inadequate local libraries. This together with the already established concept of co-locating, as appropriate, libraries and Community Information Service facilities, are welcome examples of progress for the priority of the service.

However, the main issue remains the overall funding level for the service, the lowest of all metropolitan authorities, which is to be addressed through the Library Service Improvement Plan. The latter, a response to the CPA assessment of the service, will aim to achieve the average spend for metropolitan authorities over a five year time-scale. Members have yet to respond to the plan.
	field_102: Comment on the extent to which the authority has provided evidence that it is seeking provide an open, neutral and self help culture, to improve its library service, and to implement the strategies in Framework for the Future, including pursuing existing strategies mirroring those in Framework for the Future.  


The analysis of strengths, constraints and challenges succinctly sets out the difficulties faced by the service in achieving further improvement and development.  Nevertheless, there is  evidence that the service is responding to F4F particularly in the area of books, reading and learning.  Good use appears to be made of buildings, that are often inadequate and in need of refurbishment, for a wide range of activities including the Barnsley Study Support network (now quality accredited). Other informal and formal learning opportunities link well to the education priorities.  

Some progress is also being made in other service areas but, as with learning, these are almost entirely dependent on external funding. This will impact on sustainability and create more service pressures as such funding becomes time-expired.   Recent investment in the mobile library service has, for example, enabled improved access and positive responses to the needs of the physically isolated to be implemented. 

It is hoped that the Library Service Improvement Plan will see further additional resources for the service. 


  



                                                                                          
	field_201: Comment on the extent to which the authority is meeting the national public library standards and local targets at March 31st 2004, and the extent of the progress the authority has made to meet the standards since March 2001. Note any contextual indicators, such as the provision of mobile libraries in relation to PLS 1.   Also note any standards where the authority has made significant progress towards the target since 2001, but has not yet met the standard. 

Barnsley met 19 out of 26 standards/part standards at March 2004, which is a significant improvement on the 6 met out of 22 in 2001. Of those not met, a number are to be addressed in the the Libraries Improvement Plan  (LIP) although members have yet to agree resources for this.

 PLS1 is not likely to be met given the rural nature of parts of the authority (population density is 7 per hectare against a class median of 19). A mobile service is used for these areas. PLS 4 is a priority in the LIP. Although showing year on year improvements, PLS 11 remains unlikely to be met until investment in improved facilities is achieved. Similarly, limited resources impacts on PLS 12, PLS 13i), PLS 17 and PLS 18. Thus, whilst significant progress has been made towards the standards, further progress will be difficult without additional investment in the service.

The range of local targets was modest and not challenging.
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