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OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE 2004 PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS REPORT

Assessors are asked to consider the authority's response to the public library standards at March 31% 2004. Assessors should take into
account the number of national standards met at March 31% 2004, the progress in meeting the national standards since March 2001, the

distance from the standards measure for any standards not met at March 31%' 2004, and the progress in setting and meeting local standards

at March 31° 2004. They should base their judgement on the published assessment framework, using the weighting for the individual
section scores in coming to this overall score.

The public library standards
report demonstrated a weak
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)

The public library standards
report demonstrated a fair
response to the Public
Library Standards, (national
and local)

The public library standards
report demonstrated a good
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)

The public library standards report
demonstrated an excellent
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)
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2

3

4

I recommend the following score for the evidence of this authority’s
response to the public library standards as at March 31* 2004, including
local targets and progress since national standards were introduced in January 2001.

File ref.: Standards assess form 04 final

Page 1 of 9



Public Library Standards Report 2004
Assessment

COMMENTS ON PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS

FOR ALL AUTHORITIES

Response to public library
standards at March 31%t
2004 (PLS 1 to 18 less PLS

10 and PLS 16, plus local
targets)

Comment on the extent to which the authority is meeting the national and local public library standards at
March 31st 2004, and the extent of the progress the authority has made to meet the standards since March
2001. Note any contextual indicators, such as the provision of mobile libraries in relation to PLS 1. Also note
any standards where the authority has made significant progress towards the target since 2001, but has not
yet met the standard.

The authority has made excellent progress since 2001 towards meeting the national public library standards
and met 17 of the 26 standards. There are contextual indicators for the provision of mobile libraries and rural
sparsity in relation to PLS1i) and (ii), & these standards are assessed as met (population 1.3 persons per
hectare). Travelling libraries providing up to 10 hours of service weekly in some communities and carrying a
full range of services including online access to the LMS and the People's Network. 2 vehicles to extend this
service are on order, while building projects for 3 new libraries, extended opening hours and the
redevelopment of another small library will bring the authority closer to these standards and to standards 3(i)
and 3(ii). The authority expects to meet PLS 5 and 6 (ii) in this financial year when the redeveloped library
reopens. Space is limited in present libraries to extend the provision of PCs much further to meet PLS 6(i),
but again the new libraries will assist in meeting the standard. The authority has made a case for additional
PN PCs on travelling libraries and joint Community Education PCs to be included in this total; if agreed, the
standard could be met within the medium term. A range of plans is included to meet PLS 11; it seems likely
that considerable progress can be made against this standard once the new libraries are complete. While it is
pleasing to note that PLS 17 & 18 are now fully met, this is largely because of capital contributions to the stock
of new libraries; additional revenue funding will be required to maintain this standard. Local targets for priority
groups require further development; measurability will be improved when the new LMS is fully functional.
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The authority has made excellent progress since 2001 towards meeting the national public library standards and met 17 of the 26 standards. There are contextual indicators for the provision of mobile libraries and rural sparsity in relation to PLS1i) and (ii), & these standards are assessed as met (population 1.3 persons per hectare).   Travelling libraries providing up to 10 hours of service weekly in some communities and carrying a full range of services including online access to the LMS and the People's Network.   2 vehicles to extend this service are on order, while building projects for 3 new libraries, extended opening hours and the redevelopment of another small library will bring the authority closer to these standards and to standards 3(i) and 3(ii).  The authority expects to meet PLS 5 and 6 (ii) in this financial year when the redeveloped library reopens.   Space is limited in present libraries to extend the provision of PCs much further to meet PLS 6(i), but again the new libraries will assist in meeting the standard.  The authority has made a case for additional PN PCs on travelling libraries and joint Community Education PCs to be included in this total; if agreed, the standard could be met within the medium term.   A range of plans is included to meet PLS 11;  it seems likely that considerable progress can be made against this standard once the new libraries are complete.  While it is pleasing to note that PLS 17 &  18 are now fully met, this is largely because of capital contributions to the stock of new libraries; additional revenue funding will be required to maintain this standard.   Local targets for priority groups require further development; measurability will be improved when the new LMS is fully functional.
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