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OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE 2004 PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS REPORT

Assessors are asked to consider the authority's response to the public library standards at March 31% 2004. Assessors should take into
account the number of national standards met at March 31% 2004, the progress in meeting the national standards since March 2001, the

distance from the standards measure for any standards not met at March 31%' 2004, and the progress in setting and meeting local standards

at March 31° 2004. They should base their judgement on the published assessment framework, using the weighting for the individual
section scores in coming to this overall score.

The public library standards
report demonstrated a weak
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)

The public library standards
report demonstrated a fair
response to the Public
Library Standards, (national
and local)

The public library standards
report demonstrated a good
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)

The public library standards report
demonstrated an excellent
response to the Public Library
Standards, (national and local)
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I recommend the following score for the evidence of this authority’s
response to the public library standards as at March 31* 2004, including
local targets and progress since national standards were introduced in January 2001.

File ref.: Standards assess form 04 final

Page 1 of 9



Public Library Standards Report 2004
Assessment

COMMENTS ON PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS

FOR ALL AUTHORITIES

Response to public library
standards at March 31%t
2004 (PLS 1 to 18 less PLS

10 and PLS 16, plus local
targets)

Comment on the extent to which the authority is meeting the national and local public library standards at
March 31st 2004, and the extent of the progress the authority has made to meet the standards since March
2001. Note any contextual indicators, such as the provision of mobile libraries in relation to PLS 1. Also note
any standards where the authority has made significant progress towards the target since 2001, but has not
yet met the standard.

20 out of 26 Standards were met in March 2004, but two standards which were met in 2001 (12 ii and 17) were
not metin 2004. PLUS children's surveys last used were earlier versions without the relevant questions.
Local surveys indicated that PLS 14 ii and 15 ii had been achieved, and these have been counted in the total
of standards met.

A large total number of opening hours means that the Standard for the percentage of convenient hours (PLS 3
ii) can only be met by the reduction in the total number of hours. Annual visits have reduced but this may in
part be because of increased virtual visits. A reduction in bookfund has caused the failure to meet PLS 17.
Strategies are in place to rectify this.

A good range of challenging local targets were in place, most of which have been met.

See page 8 for the detailed score.
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